
EIIPD’s Domestic Activities on Peace, Democracy, Human 
Rights and Good Governance 

 
 
EIIPD Convenes Seminar on MDGS 

 
The Ethiopian International Institute for Peace and Development (EIIPD) launched a 
seminar on Progress towards the Realization of the MDGs by Ethiopia at the Sheraton 
Addis. 

 
The seminar was officially opened by Prof. Kinfe Abrham, President of EIIPD and an 
Ambassador-At-Large on July 13, 2007. 
 
In his opening remarks Prof. Kinfe Abraham said, “Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) generally set out an elaborative vision of development, one that strongly 
promotes human development as the key to sustaining social and economic progress in 
all countries, and recognizes the importance of creating a global partnership for 
development. The goals have been commonly accepted as a framework for measuring 
development progress.” 
 
Referring to Ethiopia’s progress with regard to meeting the goals of the MDGs, Prof. 
Kinfe said that Ethiopia’s commitment to embrace the goals of the MDGs and the 
national development strategy has been very evident. As a matter of fact, since 1991the 
Ethiopian government has been working on key issues of policy primarily targeted at 
addressing poverty and development. Some of these policy measures include: economic 
reform programmes which focus on sound macro-economic policies; structural 
transformation; increased expenditure on education and health services; enhancing food 
security;  
developing market integration systems, etc. 

 
The Professor added that the Ethiopian government has adopted the Sustainable  
Development and Poverty Reduction Programme (SDPRP) with the aim of expediting the 
economic development of the country, to extricate the people from food aid dependency, and 
to make the poor the main beneficiaries of economic growth. 

 
“Ethiopia has also proven its commitment to meet the MDGs in that it agreed to be one of five 
African states which were selected as pilot countries for the UN Millennium Project’s (MP) 
MDGs Needs Assessment (NA),” he said. 

 
In line with the above, Prof. Knife went on to say that  the government has established an 
institutional framework to prepare the report of the MDGs alongside with the Needs 
Assessment process, adding that this institutional set-up is intended to integrate the goals, 
principles and targets of the Millennium declaration in to the national development plan. 
 
The EIIPD President further noted that Ethiopia’s struggle to meet the targets of the MDGs is 
a little bit challenging. Nevertheless, the drive of the government to improve the performance 
of the civil service by undertaking reform measures and strategies, the decentralization and 
empowerment process, accountability, efficient delivery of basic services for the better 
performance of the economy, managing enhanced international assistance, improving the 
performance of trade, debt management, and international financing of projects as well as 



improving the performance of the economy as a whole will undoubtedly help the country 
achieve greater progress towards the realization of the targets of the MDGs. 

 
Also at the seminar, Ato Getachew Adem, Head, Development Planning and Research 
Department of MoFED, presented a paper entitled “Streamlining the MDGs in to the National 
Development Planning Process: The case of Ethiopia;” while Dr. Gebreselassie Okubagzhi, 
Senior Health Specialist at the  
World Bank and Dr. Yemane Ye-ebiyo, National Coordinator of Ceneter for National 
Health Development in Ethiopia/The Earth Institute at Columbia University spoke on 
“Health MDGs: Progress, Prospects and Challenges” and  “ the MDGs activities at the 
village level,” respectively. 

 
The EIIPD Organized the seminar to discuss with stakeholders the progress made by 
Ethiopia towards the achievement of the goals of the MDGs, the next step that could 
facilitate the path towards achieving the MDGs, and the role which all partners need to 
play towards the achievement of the goals. 

 
Government officials, ambassadors and other diplomats, representatives of international 
organizations, distinguished scholars, representatives from the public and the private 
sectors and other invited guests from various sectors participated at the seminar. 
 
The EIIPD after its formal establishment in 1996 has run a number of conferences, 
seminars, lectures, panels and talks on a wide range of national and international issues. 

 
The EIIPD also provides capacity-building courses on international relations and 
diplomacy, conflicts and peace studies, the hydro politics of the Nile, food security and 
poverty alleviation, transboundary resources, international protocol and etiquette, 
diplomatic communication as well as on wide ranging  issues relevant to development. 
 
High Ranking Military Attachés Receive Training at the EIIPD 
 
The Ethiopian International Institute for Peace and Development (EIIPD) conducted a 
seminar of five-days aimed at  
building the capacities of high ranking military officers or attaché’s drawn from the Ministry of 
Defense. 
 
Professor Kinfe Abraham, President of the EIIPD opened the five-days seminar on Monday 
June 18, 2007. He also delivered lectures to the military attachés on issues such as the 
current peace, security, social, economic and political situation in the Horn of Africa and in 
other countries to which the high ranking military attaché’s will be assigned and Ethiopia’s 
relation with its neighboring countries, the Arab World and global issues. The training also 
covered the Vienna Convention, diplomatic commu-nication, international protocol and 
etiquette which were delivered by the EIIPD Vice President Ato Mogus T/Michael.  
 
According to Professor Kinfe Abraham, the trainees will accomplish their mission in countries 
of the Horn of Africa, Far and the Middle East as well as in European countries. 
 
At the end of the five-days seminar, Prof. Kinfe Abraham handed over certificates to the senior 
military officers or military attachés.The seminar was conducted at the EIIPD Head Quarter 
from June 18-22, 2007.  
 



The EIIPD had also conducted a seminar on protocol and etiquette for over a period of one 
month in 2006. 
 
Prof. Kinfe Abraham addresses Ghanian MPs 
 
The president of the EIIPD Prof. Kinfe Abraham addressed a group of Ghanaian members of 
parliament (MPs) at the House of Representatives. 
 
His lecture dwelt on power politics in Ethiopia and what let the overthrow of the Emperor and 
the Dergue, Ethiopia’s transformation to new federal democratic state, the new Federal 
Constitution and salient issues related to it. 
 
EIIPD conducts seminars for the Office of the Ombudsman  
 
A seminar attended by the head of the Office of the Ombudsman Ato Abai Tekle, the 
deputy ombudsman and the ombudsman for women as well as the senior staff of the 
office of the ombudsman was conducted at the EIIPD from March 26-30, 2007. 
 
The seminar was officially opened by the President of the EIIPD, Prof. Kinfe Abraham, 
who also delivered a series of lectures on themes such as the meaning and concept of 
the ombudsman, the scope and legal limitations of the ombudsman, types of 
ombudsman and chorology of the transformation that has taken place over the years.   
 
The professor also lectured about the office of the ombudsman in Scandinavia with 
particular emphasis on its principles and practice in Sweden; the values and relevance 
of the office of the ombudsman in Ethiopia; the formation of the ombudsman and human 
rights com-mission; and theory and practice of the application of the concept of the 
ombudsman as well as principles of the ombudsman in Ethiopia. 
 
EIIPD President gives interviews on the New Millennium 
 
The president of the EIIPD, Prof. Kinfe Abraham, has given the following interviews in 
the wake of the countdown to the New Millennium. The interviews were given to 
Ethiopian Television, Radio, the Walta Information Center, Ethiopian News Agency 
(ENA), and other media outlets. Some of the themes included the following:  
 

·  Milestones in the political and economic history of Ethiopia; 
·  Christian and Islam relations in Ethiopia; 
·  The significance of Ethiopia to Africa; 
·  Ethiopia’s contribution to global peace keeping; 
·  Ethiopia’s contributions to IGAD; 
·  Ethiopia’s contributions to AU and the OAU; 
·  Progress on the MDGs in Ethiopia; and  
·  Ethiopia’s relation with the world. 

 
The EIIPD president was also interviewed by a number of international TV, radio, and print 
media networks on the Millennium and other issues. (For details of these pleases refer to the 
table on page). 
 
EIIPD releases publications for the promotion of the New Millennium 



 
The Ethiopian International Institute for Peace and Development (EIIPD) released publications 
for the promotion of the Ethiopian New Millennium with focus on projecting a positive image of 
Ethiopia ahead of the Millennium celebrations. They also focus on miles stones in the political 
and economic history of Ethiopia and issues related to Christian/ Islam relationships and the 
contributions of Ethiopia to global peace keeping and stability in Africa and the sub-region. 
The author of the occasional publications is Professor Kinife Abraham, President of the EIIPD 
and Ambassador-At Large. Some of the publications released in connection with the 
millennium celebrations and related issues include the following:   
 

·  Contemporary Diplomacy -Between Traditional and Cyber; 
·  International Terrorism and Its Horn of Africa Connections; 
·  Diplomacy Vs. Terrorism; 
·  IGAD and Ethiopia; 
·  A Historical and Functional Profile; 
·  Somalia Which Way? 
·  The New Conflict between the TFG and UIC and Its Challenges to Peace and Security in 

the Horn of Africa; and  
·  Ethiopia and the World  

 
EIIPD President appointed Special Envoy to the CPA and DPA 
 
The president of the EIIPD, Prof. Kinfe Abraham, who also holds the title of 
Ambassador-At Large, has been appointed as a special envoy for the follow up of the 
implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) and the Darfur Peace 
Agreement (DPA). The appointment which took effect as of April 2006 is an additional 
duty which takes the professor to Khartoum and Juba on regular bases. He also attends 
the assessment and evaluation committees meetings of which Ethiopia and Kenya are 
co-chairs. 
 
EIIPD conducts training on Human Rights and Democracy 
 
The Ethiopian International Institute for Peace and Development (EIIPD) held training on 
Human Rights and Democracy from August 24-26, 2006 at the EIIPD Head Quarters. 
The training focused on strengthening capacities of social courts and civil society 
organizations to help them play constructive roles in the promotion and implementation 
of democracy human rights.  
 
The training was sponsored by the Fredrick Ebert Stiftung (FES).  
 
EIIPD conducts seminars on Conflict Resolution Mechanisms 
 
The Ethiopian International Institute for Peace and Development (EIIPD) conducted four 
seminars of four days each, on “Conflict Resolution Mechanisms” in Addis Ababa (two 
rounds), Adama (one round) and Awassa (one round) starting from October 24, 2006. 
The seminars were funded by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) from 
funds made available to the EIIPD drawn from the CCF2 (country cooperation framework 2). 
 
The seminars focused on topics such as concepts on the root causes of conflict and their 
prevalence in the Horn of Africa; Ethiopia’s legal and political instruments for conflict 



prevention, the role of democracy and development in conflict resolution; and on traditional 
methods conflict resolution including those of clans. 
 
Members of law enforcement and administration institutions, women’s associations and 
representatives from other civil society organizations participated at the seminars (please refer 
to page for details of other activities of the EIIPD).  
 
EIIPD, CPAPD sign Memorandum of Cooperation  
 
Vice chairman of the standing committee of the National People’s Congress of China and 
President of the Chinese people’s Association for Peace and Disarmament (CPAPD), H.E 
Mme He Luli visited Ethiopia from April 12-16 2006.  
 
President of the EIIPD, Professor Kinfe Abraham welcomed the delegation of 12 on April 12, 
2006 and held talks with H. E Mme He Luli at his office. He also briefed the delegation on the 
role of Ethiopia in the context of political and economic collaboration in the Horn of Africa as 
well as Ethiopia’s efforts in bringing about economic integration in Africa. The professor also 
briefed the delegates on Sino-Ethiopian relations, including the historic ties between China 
and Ethiopia as well as recent economic, trade and investment links and cooperation between 
the two countries within the context of the China-Africa Forum. 
 
The EIIPD had also organized a one-day seminar in which H.E. Mame He Luli, Prof. 
Kinfe and members of the Chinese delegation presented papers. 
 
The delegation also visited institutions of relevance to its mission in Ethiopia, including 
some agricultural and industrial projects. The visit was a result of warm and cordial 
bilateral relations between China and Ethiopia and relations between the EIIPD and 
Chinese institutions. (Please refer to the Speech of H.E Mame He Luli on page). 
 
EIIPD celebrates International Peace Day  
 
International Peace Day was marked at the Sheraton Addis Awash Hall by the Ethiopian 
International Institute for Peace and Development (EIIPD) and the Youth Corps on 
Thursday, September 21, 2006.  
 
The Peace day was official opened by Prof. Kinfe Abraham who spoke on the value of 
peace and stability for development with particular reference to the Ethiopian situation 
after 1991. 
 
Speaking on the occasion H.E Mr. Olusegun Akinsanya, ambassador of Nigeria and 
Permanent Representative to the AU and UNNCEA said, “As the world marks the 
‘International Peace Day’ today, the occasion presents ample opportunity to reflect on 
the situation and in particular that of the victims of conflicts: children., women and men in 
Africa that are suffering under different forms of conflicts in the continent; many have 
been maimed, orphaned, scared for life or displaced  from their usual place of abode.” 
The ambassador also talked about the nature and causes of conflict in Africa, including 
the challenges of preventing, managing and resolving  
peace; and current efforts by African leaders to address the need for peace via the continental 
institution, the AU. Further, the ambassador said that the “transformation of the OAU to 
African Union (AU) was largely informed by the need to address the challenges of peace, 
security and socio-economic development of the continent. 



 
H.E Ambassador Stephen Gompertz, H.E Mr. Timothy Clark, representatives of civil society 
organizations participated at the event. 
 
High level Nigerian Military visits EIIPD 
 
A Nigerian military delegation of 40 men led by Brigadier General M.A. Yerima visited Ethiopia 
from May 1-7, 2006 as part of a larger continental program organized for the high level 
delegation of the Armed Forces of Nigeria, it was leant.  
 
 
President of the Ethiopian International Institute for Peace and Development (EIIPD) 
Professor Kinfe Abraham welcomed the delegation at the EIIPD. The professor also delivered 
lectures to the high level delegation on the following themes: 
 

·  Ethiopia’s history, culture and geography; 
·  Economic and political emancipation of Ethiopia; and 
·  Foreign policy of Ethiopia. 

 
Speaking to media outlets during the occasion, Prof. Kinfe Abraham said that one of the aims 
of the visit of the high-ranking Nigerian military delegation was to study closely the role which 
Ethiopia plays in the sub-region and the continent of Africa, particularly within the AU and 
other economic blocs such as NEPAD and IGAD. During the lectures, the Professor also gave 
emphasis to Ethiopia’s role in the search for a negotiated settlement of the conflicts in the sub-
region like those of the Ethio-Eritrean  
border dispute and the conflict in Darfur and the Sudan as well as the crisis in Somalia.  
 
The delegation was also briefed by officials of the Ethiopian government on issues such 
as trade, industry and investment as well as on the history of Ethiopia’s Army. 
 
High level Chinese delegation visits the EIIPD 
 
On May 1, 2006 a high level Chinese delegation of the China-Africa Peoples’ 
Association led by H.E Mr. Young Fuchang visited the EIIPD. Prof. Kinfe briefed the 
delegation on Sino-Ethiopian relations, Ethiopia’s role in the sub-region as well as roles 
in peace keeping operations in Africa such as those of Congo, Rwanda, Burundi and 
Liberia, including Ethiopia’s prominent role in the Korean War of the 1950s. 
 
High level Russian delegation visits the EIIPD 
 
A high level Russian delegation led by Mr. Vladimir G. Shubin, Deputy Director of the 
Russian Institute for African Studies, Member of Advisory Council  on Foreign Affairs 
and the Russian Federation visited the Ethiopian International Institute for Peace and 
Development (EIIPD) on October 6, 2006. 
 
President of the EIIPD Prof. Kinfe Abraham, who is also president of HADAD 
International Lobby, Special Envoy for the Darfur Peace Agreement (DPA) and the 
Sudan Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA), Ambassador-At Large and author of 
more than 35 books on Africa and global issues, welcomed the delegation on behalf of 
the Ethiopian government and the institution. The  



professor also lectured the delegation on the activities of the EIIPD, Ethiopia and the Horn of 
Africa.  
 
The Russian delegation, including Mr. E Vgency N. Korendysaou, Director of the Center for 
Russian-African Relations Studies, senior government officials of the two countries, scholars 
from various Ethiopian institutions, ambassadors, representatives of the private sector  and 
civil society  as well as invited guests attended the lectures (for details of the victors of the 
EIIPD please refer to page). 
 
Ambassador Lin Lin and Prof. Kinfe Abraham speak on Sino-African relations  
 
Ambassador Lin Lin and Prof. Kinfe Abraham were panelists at a colloquium organized on 
Sino-African and Sino-Ethiopian relations at the Sheraton Addis in March 2007.  Both 
panelists were invited as key note speakers by the Inter Africa Group.  
 
At the seminar Ambassador Lin Lin’ key note address dwelt on the issue of Africa’s important 
place in China’s external relations. Further, he spoke of other developments in Sino-African 
relations in such areas as trade, investment and political as well as cultural relations.  
 
On the issue of trade and investment Ambassador Lin Lin underscored the significant 
milestones of achievement beneficial to both China and Africa.  
 
 On his part, Prof. Kinfe Abraham provided the historical bases for the expanding trends in 
Sino-African relations as epitomized by the Sino-Africa forums that were held in Beijing and 
Addis Ababa over the last few years. He also referred to the important role which China and 
Ethiopia (as co-chairs of the Sino-Africa Forum) have been playing over the last five years.  
 
Professor Kinfe Abraham also dwelt on the expanding political, diplomatic, economic, 
and cultural relations between China and Africa in general and China and Ethiopia in 
particular. 
 
EIIPD President addresses Forum for Federalism  
 
EIIPD president, Prof. Kinfe Abraham, was invited as a key-note speaker to a seminar 
organized by the Forum for Federalism which was convened to discuss its strategy and 
plan of action.  
 
On the occasion, the EIIPD president spoke about the rational for the adoption of 
federalism as a chosen system of government for the Ethiopian situation. In this 
connection he alluded to the July 1991 Nations and Nationalities which deliberated on 
the concept of the establishment of a constitution drafting commission; the debate on the 
draft constitution by the Ethiopian people and the Constituent Assembly and the final 
adoption of the constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. Them 
Professor also dwelt on the salient features of the New Constitution including articles 9, 
10, 39, 89, etc. Further, he spoke about the progress made to-date in the interpretation 
and implementation of the New Constitution; the elections of 1995, 2000, and 2005 as 
well as progress made in the fields of political, social and human rights.  
 
National News 



House approves 44 billion birr budget for 2007-2008 
 
The House of Peoples Representatives approved 43.9 billion birr for the 2007-2008 
budget year, up from 35.5 billion birr last year, a 24 percent budget increase.  

The budget includes a 4.5 billion deficit that Ethiopia aims to finance through the sale of 
government securities. “The priority of the 43.9 billion birr budget is to boost the economy and 
enhance the struggle against poverty,” Finance Minister Sufian Ahmed said in a statement to 
parliament. 

Further, Prime Minister Meles Zenawi said a 16.6 percent increase in the defence budget from 
3 billion to 3.5 billion “was necessary to protect the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the 
country.” 

The Ethiopian army is now in Somalia protecting the interim Somali government. It is also in a 
state of heightened alert along the Eritrean border; it is also actively engaged with the 
ONLF/OLF in the Somali regional state. 

The Prime Minister has said he wants to pull the troops out of Somalia when African Union 
peacekeepers arrive because of the expense of deployment and operation. However, AU 
member states seem hesitant or as some analysts  

say they are having a second thought about deploying troops to Somalia. AU leadership in 
Addis Ababa are behind the scenes accusing member States who initially promised troops of 
slowly backtracking on their promises and are instead using lack of equipment to pull out of 
their initial commitment. 

Tensions are also high with rival Eritrea, with whom Ethiopia has a long-running border 
dispute exacerbated by what security experts say is a proxy war in Somalia. Prime Minister 
Meles Zenawi said in a televised address to the nation that Ethiopia was ready to respond if 
attacked by Eritrea. 

“The increase now aims at strengthening the country’s military capability, as a deterrent 
against anyone who may try to threaten the country’s territorial integrity,” he added. 

From the total budget, 25.2 billion will be raised from domestic sources in the form of 
taxes, 15.2 billion birr from foreign loans, grants and project assistance.  The 4.5bn birr 
deficit will be financed by the sale of treasury bills. 

Ethiopia Pardons 38 Opposition Members 
 
Three minibuses left an Ethiopian prison carrying 38 opposition politicians and activists 
pardoned by the government on July 20, 2007. Dozens of family members and 
supporters outside shouted in joy and whistled. 

The politicians and activists were released only minutes after Prime Minister Meles 
Zenawi told journalists the government had pardoned them. They had been sentenced 
to various prison terms, including life, for inciting violence in an attempt to overthrow the 
government. 



The family members and supporters gathered outside waved Ethiopian flags and also 
made victory signs. They then pursued the minibuses in other vehicles.  

Meles had said he hoped the pardon "conveys the message that people are given a 
second chance as long as they seek it." The prisoners had written to the government 
pleading to be pardoned. 

Meles said that the prisoners© right to vote and seek public office also had been restored. 
A Federal High Court ruled on Monday that those sentenced to life would have those 
rights permanently revoked and others would be barred for five years from seeking 
public office. 

After the sentences were announced Monday, state-owned Ethiopian Television had 
reported the politicians and activists had written to the president  

to plead for pardons. Amnesty International said the defendants had reportedly signed a 
statement that was expected to lead to the pardon and reconciliation with the ruling party. 

International human rights groups had accused the government of trying to silence its critics, 
and opposition leaders have claimed the trial was politically motivated. 

The Federal High Court trial began in December 2005 following the post election violence that 
erupted during protests over balloting six months earlier. 

The opposition won an unprecedented number of parliamentary seats in the 2005 vote, but 
not enough to defeat the government.  

Initially, the opposition leaders, journalists and others were charged with treason, inciting 
violence and attempted genocide.  

Judges dropped the treason and attempted genocide charges in April and later that month 
freed 25 prisoners, among them eight journalists. 

Since April, a total of 52 people faced four other charges, but only nine chose to put up 
defense. (AP). 

Ethiopia: New Camp Opened for Somali Refugees 

The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) has started relocating about 4,000 Somali refugees to a 
newly reopened refugee camp at Teferi Ber in eastern Ethiopia. The camp was closed in 2001 
after its previous population of Somali refugees were repatriated. 

Kisut Gebre Egziabher, senior public information assistant at UNHCR, told IRIN that about 
2,000 refugees had been moved from an overcrowded camp at Kebribeyah, 120km south, 
where they had been staying after fleeing fighting between the Transitional Federal  

Government (TFG) and the Union of Islamic Courts (UIC) in central and southern 
Somalia last year. 



"It will take another 15 days to relocate the other 2,000 refugees from Kebribeyah," he 
said. 

According to UNHCR, there was a steady influx of Somalis since April 2006 into eastern 
Ethiopia. The same source said that another 7,000 Somalis were waiting in other sites 
for screening and those recognized as refugees would be accommodated at Teferi Ber. 

There are 16,000 refugees in Kebribeyah, the last of nine refugee camps in eastern 
Ethiopia that gradually closed down from 1997 to 2005. The camp©s history dates back to 
1989, when Somali refugees began to arrive in Ethiopia. More followed after the fall of 
Siyad Barre©s regime in 1991. The refugee population peaked at over 600,000. 

"Those staying in Kebribeyah, who came from central and southern Somalia, did not 
want to return to their country due to issues of security," he said. 

Kebribeyah camp has received thousands of refugees fleeing fighting between the TFG 
and UIC forces, resulting in severe overcrowding. 

According to the UNHCR, Teferi Ber, 12km from the border of Somaliland, can 
accommodate 20,000 refugees. 

The refugees at Teferi Ber are provided with food, water, plastic sheeting, jerry 
cans, kitchen sets and kerosene stoves. 
 
News from Around Africa  
 

Fresh   attacks  on   humanitarian   staff  
hamper relief efforts in Darfur. 

Gunmen have stepped up attacks on aid workers and food convoys in Sudan’s Darfur 
region, disrupting relief aid to millions of people, according to news agencies.  
 
Incidents include the harassment of humanitarian workers, abductions and com-mandeering 
of vehicles.  

The UN Mission in the Sudan (UNMIS) said humanitarian staff from UN agencies and inter-
national non-governmental organizations (NGOs) had difficulty distributing food in Darfur 
because of the attacks. 
 
“Carjacking and robbery of UN and NGO convoys have increased in the week from 17 to 23 
July, with a total of three carjackings and eight attacks on convoys,” UNMIS spokesperson, 
Radhia Achouri said.  

The number of humanitarian vehicles hijacked this year has reached 76 and the number of 
convoys attacked and looted is 77.   

Humanitarian workers have been temporarily relocated on 20 occasions so far this year, 
which impacts negatively on the delivery of humanitarian assistance in some areas. 



The World Food Program (WFP) reported 18 attacks on its food convoys and four carjacking 
incidents this year. Six vehicles have also been stolen and 10 staffers, including contractors, 
have been either detained or abducted, the agency said.  

“WFP staff and contractors are being stopped at gunpoint, dragged out of their vehicles and 
robbed with alarming frequency,” said Kenro Oshidari, WFP Sudan representative, on 25 July, 
2007. 

WFP said worsening security in parts of Darfur rendered it impossible to reach 170,000 
people in June, and attacks on food convoys made the town of Kass in South Darfur 
inaccessible.  

Aid workers are supporting calls for peace talks between rebel factions and the 
government to end the bloodshed in the region.  

Peace Talks 

On 24 July, the UN Darfur envoy Jan Eliasson and his AU counterpart Salim Ahmed 
Salim said they had sent out invitations to rebel leaders to attend talks in Arusha, 
Tanzania, aimed at jump-starting peace negotiations with the government.  The talks 
were subsequently held in Arusha leading to the creation of a united front among nearly 
all the rebels. 
 
Eliasson and Salim said in a statement that the objective of the Arusha meeting was “to 
take stock of the progress made in the road-map and for the special envoys to consult 
with the movements on the preparations for the up-coming final negotiations”.  

They added, “Discussions will focus on the key role to be played by the Sudanese 
parties concerned in ensuring a speedy, negotiated and sustainable settlement of the 
Darfur conflict, including the format,  venue and participation in the negotiations.”  

UN Security Council decides to deploy Peace Keeping forces to Darfur 

The United Nations Security Council unanimously decided last week to deploy 26, 000 
armed and police forces ad other personnel to the war torn Darfur. 

According to Prof. Kinfe Abraham, President of the EIIPD, Ambassador-At-Large and 
Special Envoy to the CPA and DPA, the decision of the United Nations Security Council 
to deploy 26, 000 armed and police forces is a welcome and  

timely response.  He also hailed that the UN decision was accepted by the government of the 
Sudan. 

Seven thousand AU forces are already serving in Darfur and the remaining 19, 000 are to be 
drawn from different member states of the UN and the AU.  

The contingency will include logistical experts, engineers, medical staff and 6000 police 
officials for the peace keeping operations.  



Floods that have already left thousands of families homeless in the Sudan have reached a 
critical stage in several states, an official from the government’s emergency response 
committee said.  

"The river levels have exceeded those of previous years, especially in the Nile  

River of state northern Sudan" said General Awad Widatallah Hussein, spokesman for the 
committee, on 26 July, 2007. 

The government Humanitarian Aid Commission reported on 24 July that the level of the Blue 
Nile at Khartoum, the capital, was "far above" the record levels seen at this time of the year. 
Readings from several monitoring stations show the Nile to be more than a metre higher than 
in 1988.  

At least 59 people have been killed and more than 35,000 families left homeless by rains and 
floods affecting 12 of the 26 states. 134 public buildings, including schools, health centres, 
police stations and other government facilities had collapsed.  

The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies said the floods,  

expected to continue until the end of the wet season in September, could affect up to 2.4 
million people across 16 states. Khartoum state, where the White Nile and Blue Nile rivers 
meet, had suffered most, with more than 13,000 families affected, followed by North Kordofan 
state in central Sudan.  

In Kassala state in the east, the Gash River, fed by waters from the Ethiopian plateau, 
burst its banks. "Weather reports indicate that rainfall will be very high and the White Nile 
and Blue Nile will reach unprecedented levels.” 
 
Hussien  added,  "We expect more floods as heavy rains in the Ethiopian highlands 
continue to feed the Blue Nile and its tributaries."  

The government reported that floods have washed away roads and bridges across the 
country, making it more difficult to reach certain areas. In the Red Sea state in 
northeastern Sudan, the Port Sudan-Tokar road was damaged, isolating Tokar from the 
rest of the country. The main highway linking Khartoum and Southern Sudan was closed 
briefly, and the road from Kosti to Um Ruwaba in central Sudan was disabled for five 
days. 

Most roads connecting Sudan and Egypt have also been closed.  

The National Civil Defence Council has called on all relevant government agencies 
and civil society organizations to prepare for the floods. Warning was issued to 
people living on flood plains and island dwellers to move to safer areas.  
 
The UN resident coordinator's office is tracking response from UN agencies, 
NGOs, the Sudanese Red Crescent and state institutions, and reported that 
thousands of tents, plastic sheets, jerry  



cans and blankets have been mobilized to respond to needs across northern 
Sudan. Medical supplies, insecticides, family  

survival kits, including household items and food, are also being supplied. 

In Southern Sudan, nearly 10,000 people were affected by floods in Unity and Upper 
Nile States, according to UN agencies. The floods have hit hardest in Renk County in 
Upper Nile, where the effect of heavy rains was compounded by natural drainage 
systems being disrupted by road construction.  

A recent study by the UN Environment Programme stated that road construction (often 
connected to the oil industry) in Southern Sudan could have wide-ranging 
environmental effects, including flooding, erosion and watercourse situation.  

UN requests for $15.6 million to save 400,000 people in Swaziland  

With about 40 percent of Swaziland©s one million people facing acute food and water 
shortages, UN agencies have appealed to the international donor community for a timely 
response to avert a full-blown humanitarian crisis in the drought-stricken kingdom.  

Preliminary findings of the first Demographic and Health Survey (DHS) for Swaziland by the 
UN©s Children©s Fund (UNICEF), and the 2007 Vulnerability Assessment Committee (VAC), 
consisting of government representatives, UN agencies and non-governmental organizations, 
point to "a high rate of chronic malnutrition across regions (24 to 39 percent)". 

According to UNICEF, "these new data emphasize the high background vulnerability of 
children in Swaziland, which will only be exacerbated by the current drought emergency".  

There are great worries of severe malnutrition if we don©t act now," John Holmes, the UN 
Emergency Relief Coordinator, said on Tuesday at the launch of a US$15.6 million 
appeal for emergency assistance. 

Besides the absence of food, an acute shortage of water is the most visible signs of the 
current drought, water sources are drying up fast, with many boreholes now empty. 
"Families have resorted to drinking water from dams, streams and rivers and even, in 
some cases, sharing dwindling water supplies with livestock," said a statement by the 
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 

We monitor the drilling, and this year many attempts to drill boreholes failed - the holes 
were dry," Christopher Fakudze, an economist at the Ministry of Economic Planning, told 
IRIN.  
 
 54 percent of Swazis have access to clean water, although efforts to bring essential 
water to the population this year had fallen behind.  

This figure is an improvement over the 1990s, when only 33 percent of Swazis had 
dependable clean water.  



At grave risk "The drought is also likely to have an indirect impact on the already severe 
HIV/AIDS situation, as patients on antiretroviral drugs are expected to discontinue taking 
drugs in the absence of food," said the Consolidated Appeals Process (CAP): Swaziland 
Drought Flash Appeal 2007.  

Swaziland has one of the highest HIV/AIDS prevalence rates in the world. The UN 
estimates it at 33.4 percent. 
 
"Poor households are reported to have engaged in negative coping strategies, including 
transactional sex, leading to a higher incidence of sexually transmitted infections and 
HIV. 

Albertina Nyatsi, of Women Together, a local HIV/AIDS support group, pointed out that 
"People need clean water as part of a healthy diet; they need clean water to take their 
medicines." 

 Faced with the worst harvest in the country©s recorded history, the government declared a 
national emergency in June and pledged $23.6 million in assistance.  

Hundreds of thousands of people are expected to face hunger, illness and severe hardship in 
the coming months, and the government is speeding up get life-saving activities  

International News 

Sixteen Greek NGOs have launched a campaign against redirecting Iraqi refuges to 
Turkey. 

Until the beginning of this year Iraqis were allowed to make asylum applications in Greece. 
But the position has now altered dramatically, the NGOs have said in a petition to the 
government.  

"The police have given information on at least three waves of refoulement, of 40 Iraqi persons 
each, in the first five months of 2007," Panagiotis Papadimitriou from the Greek Council of 
Refugees, one of the NGOs, told IPS.  

[[ 
Today more than two million Iraqis are internally displaced, and another two million live as 
refugees in other countries. An Oxfam report last week said that the majority of them live in 
dire poverty and are in urgent need of assistance.  
 
More than 800,000 Iraqis live in Syria and 700,000 in Jordan, while their number is constantly 
growing in other Arab countries like Egypt and Libya.  

Since the beginning of this year the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) has publicized directives calling on governments to give refugee status to 
Iraqis coming from south and central Iraq or at least to provide residence permits on 
humanitarian grounds. But the NGOs said that Greece is failing to help them. 



Natasa Straxini, a lawyer working with the Solidarity Committee for Refugees in the 
Greek island Chios said, "The fundamental reason for this change is that Turkey has 
started accepting Iraqis through the bilateral Refoulement Protocol. 

Until last December Turkish authorities didn©t accept Iraqi nationals, but we reckon that 
for internal political reasons this has changed. 

The protocol agreed in 2001 enables both sides to redirect illegal migrants to the country 
from which they crossed the border.  

"In this way authorities can route migrants together and avoid observing their nationality 
or consider anyone©s special status," says Spyros Rizakos from the Universal Refugees 
Programme, one of the NGOs that signed the  

petition. "The priority for the police is to get rid of migrants. But they cannot send people 
directly back to Iraq. Turkey©s decision to accept them has provided Greece with an 
excellent solution."  
 
According to the NGOs, Iraqi citizens should not become subjects of this bilateral 
agreement. 

The same sources added that it is self-evident that Iraqis are not and must not be  
considered  illegal  migrants. The  

decision on refoulement of these persons does not respect Greece©s commitments under the 
Geneva Convention and the European Treaty of Human Rights. 

International refugee law prohibits repatriation of people if there is reason to suspect that they 
can face violence if they are sent back.  

Amnesty International and Helsinki Watch in Turkey have informed the Greek NGOs that 
Iraqis who arrive in Turkey from Greece are sent back to Iraq and it is impossible to keep track 
of them after they are deported from Greece but it is certain that they end up in Iraq. 

The UNHCR has confirmed that a group of 135 Iraqis arrested while preparing to cross into 
Greece have been sent back to Iraq. Members of the group applied for political asylum, but 
they were deported without having their status considered. 

It is common practice for the coastal police in Chios to turn away migrants before they can 
enter Greek waters to request political asylum. Many people who arrive on the Greek border, 
many Iraqis among them, are aware of the tough migration policy so they choose not to apply 
for refugee status. They hope to cross through and move on deeper into Europe. 

And that can be a hopeless move into which they are often misled by traffickers. The Dublin 
treaty of 1997 says foreigners can have their status considered only in the country in which 
they entered the EU.  

But hopes of finding acceptance in Greece are even lower. Greece has the lowest refugee 
acceptance rate in Europe. Less than one percent of applications are successful. (END/2007) 



 

Ancient trade-off may explain why humans get HIV 

A protein that protected our human ancestors against a virus that ravaged other 
primates may now be responsible for our susceptibility to HIV, a new study suggests. 

According to New Scientist, the discovery could help scientists predict which viruses 
found in other species are most likely to cross over and lethally infect humans. 

The idea that early humans had an immune system that differed from other primates first 
came about after biologists sequenced the chimp genome. 

The chimp sequence contains 130 copies of a virus called Pan Troglodytes endogenous 
retrovirus, or PtERV1. Retroviruses often have the ability to insert themselves into an 
organism©s DNA. But PtERV1 is completely absent from the human genome, New 
Scientist reported. 
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Vice Chairperson of Standing Committee of National People’s Congress of China 
and President of CPAPD 
 
Respected Prof. Kinfe Abraham, 
Ladies and gentlemen, friends, 
 
First of all, I would like to extend my thanks to Professor Kinfe Abraham, Head of the 
Ethiopian International Institute for Peace and Development, for his kind invitation that 
enables me to visit your country. This is my first visit to your beautiful country. I feel greatly 
honored to see and learn about the long-standing history, the culture of your country, the 
economic and social achievement you have made and profound friendship between our two 
peoples. Pleases allow me top convey to the Ethiopian people the sincere greetings and best 
wishes from the Chinese people. And I thank Professor Kinfe Abraham fro the second time for 
giving me this opportunity to introduce China’s peaceful development and the principles on 
developing China-Africa relations. 
 
Peaceful development is the sincere aspiration and unswerving pursuit of the Chinese people. 
Since the beginning of the reform and opening up in late 1970s, China has successfully 
embarked on the path of peaceful development suited to its national conditions and the 
features of the ear. Along this path, the Chinese people are striving to build the country into a 
prosperous, democratic, culturally advanced and harmonious modern country while making 
more and fresh contribution to the progress of mankind through her own development. This 
path of peaceful development is the inevitable  



choice of China, which is in line with her specific national conditions, cultural tradition and the 
trend of development around the world.  
 
In the process of peaceful development, China has identified the path of building with Chinese 
characteristics, a path suited to China’s national conditions. Since China started the reform 
and opening up in 1978, the Chinese people have adhered to the principles of independency, 
reform and opening up, kept in pace with the times to improve the socialist system and 
pursued the course of socialism with Chinese characteristics under the leadership of the 
Communist Party of China. As result, sea changes have taken place in China with  
sustained, steady and relatively rapid economic growth, major progress in all social 
programs and remarkable growth of national   strength. Over the 27 years of reform and 
opening up, China’s GDP grew from 14.3 billion US dollars to 2225.7 billion US dollars, 
representing an annual growth rate of 9.4 %. Per capita GDP rose from less than 300 
dollars to 17000 US dollars. In 2005, China’s economy maintained a relatively fast 
growth rate of 9.9%. China feeds 22% of the world’s population with less than 10% of 
the world’s arable land and has lifted 220 million people out of poverty. Social 
undertakings such as education, science and technology, culture, public health, sports 
have seen rapid development, thus meeting the growing cultural demands of our people.  
 
In the process of peaceful development, China adheres to the scientific approach of 
development in her effort to build a harmonious socialist society. The scientific approach 
of development features a comprehensive, coordinated, sustainable and people 
approach to promote coordinated economic and social development. Reform and 
development are advanced through striking a balance of development between urban 
and rural areas, among different regions, between economy and society, between 
mankind  and nature and between domestic undertakings with opening up. Social 
harmony is an important prerequisite for the success of our tasks. The harmonious 
socialist society  that have mapped out features of democracy, the rule of law, justice 
and equity, integrity and friendship, vigor and vitality, order and security, harmony 
between mankind and nature. We stress the necessity to address the difficulties that the 
general public are most concerned with through creating more jobs, expediting the 
efforts to improve the social security system, ensuring the basic livelihood of poor,  
stepping up income distribution, promoting institutional innovation of social management, 
properly handling contradictions among the people and coordinating the interests among 
different groups with a view to ensuring a decent livelihood of our people. 
 
Accordingly, I would like to give you a brief account of the guidelines on the 11th Five-year 
Plan adopted at the 4th session of the 10th National People’s Congress this year. The 
guidelines map out the strategic highlights of the 11th Five-year Plan period in the process of 
implementing the scientific approach of development. First, maintaining the steady and 
relatively fast economic growth. Given the need and plausibility, the annual growth of GDP is 
targeted at 7.5%. We will maintain economic, political, cultural development as well as 
promote the development of social undertakings on all fronts. Second, speeding up economic 
restructuring and transforming the pattern of economic growth through building a resources-
conservative and environmentally friendly society. In the 11th Five-year Plan period, gross 
energy consumption is expected to fall by 20% and pollutants discharge reduced by 10%. 
Third, coordinating urban and rural social economic development by according top priority to 
addressing issues related to agriculture, farmers and rural areas and promoting the 
development of a new socialist countryside. Fourth, building up the capacity of independent 
innovation through expedited development of science, technology and education as well as 



fostering a contingent of competent people. Fifth, advance reform and opening up. Sixth, 
spare no efforts to build a harmonious society. 
 
China’s peaceful development aims at promoting peaceful development at home giving 
consideration to world peace and prosperity at the same time.  Peaceful development is a 
path that links china’s domestic development with opening up links China’s development with 
that of the world interests of the people worldwide. China is dedicated to promoting progress 
of mankind  
with her own development. China has already and will continue to make her contribution 
to promoting world economic growth. Over the recent years, China’s economy has 
maintained a steady and relatively fast growth, which brings hope and dynamo to the 
world economy saddled with rising fluctuations. From 2000 to 2004, China’s economic 
growth contributed 13% on average to the world economic growth, making China an 
important dynamo to the world’s economy.  
 
China’s peaceful development is reflected in our commitment to peace and development 
in our diplomacy. Holding high the banner of peace, development, China adheres to the 
independent foreign policy of peace and actively develops friendly and cooperative 
relations with other countries on the basis of mutual benefit and a win-win scenario. 
China properly handles her relations with neighboring counties by the policy of being a 
good neighbor and a good partner and strengthening good neighborly ties. China 
supports the development of development of developing countries and provides 
assistance to the best of our ability. China attaches great importance to adjusting 
relations with other major powers and calls for enhancing understanding and mutual 
trust with a view to expand the areas  for cooperation. China advocates democratization 
of international relations and diversified patterns of development to promote economic 
globalization towards common prosperity in the process of establishing a fair and just 
new international political and economic order. China has put forward the concept of 
building “a harmonious world,” highlighting that the world should be democratic, 
harmonious, fair and tolerant.  
 
 
Dear friends,  
 
China’s development is peaceful, open and cooperative. China’s peaceful development is a 
path of developing ourselves while safeguarding world peace and promoting world peace 
through our own development. It is a path that attaches equal importance to domestic 
development and opening up, to participation in peaceful international competition and 
extensive cooperation. This path is in fundamental interests of the Chinese people and at the 
same time in line with the objective demand of progress of human society.  It is China’s 
political and cultural tradition to advocate peace and harmony. In China’s history, there is no 
record of hegemony or expansion because we cherish “cordially, benevolence, good-
neighborliness,” “living in harmony with all others far and near.” 
 
The Chinese government has declared on many occasions that China did not seek 
hegemony; China is not seeking hegemony and will not seek hegemony when it becomes 
powerful. In other words, China will stick to the path of peaceful development even when it 
grows stronger. China’s development would constitute no hindrance to others, let alone nay 
threat to others. On the contrary, it will be beneficial to world peace, stability and prosperity. 
Dear friends,  
 



The Chinese people have scored tremendous success on the path of peaceful development, 
adding important positive factors to the lofty cause of peace and development for mankind. 
However, we are fully aware of the difficulties and problems ahead. China has a long way to 
go in her modernization drive. China ahs explicitly identified the goals of the first two decades 
of the 21st century, that is, building a relatively prosperous society on all fronts that brings 
benefits to more than 1 billion Chinese people, an all-round improvement in economy, 
democracy, science, education, culture, people’s livelihood and a more harmonious society. 
By that time, China will definitely make  
greater contribution to the lofty cause of peace and development for mankind. 
 
Dear friends,  
 
Countries and peoples are increasingly interdependent in today’s world. China’s 
peaceful development can never be achieved without a peaceful external environment or 
support from the other parts of the world, including support from African countries. 
 
China is the largest developing country in the world. Africa is the continent with the 
largest number of developing countries. The founding of New China and the national 
independence gained by African countries ushered in a new era of China-Africa 
relations. Over the past half-century, China and Africa countries have trusted each other, 
understood each other and supported each other in the process of which we have 
developed deep friendship. China has actively supported African countries by making its 
contribution to the political stability, economic and social development of Africa. Today, 
Sino-African friendly cooperation has covered political, economic, trade, culture, 
education, public health and military fields and is still growing in width and scale. On the 
path of peaceful development, China has received tremendous support from African 
countries. We will never forget the great contribution of African countries for China’s 
resumption of her legitimate seat in the UN. We will never forget the strong support of 
African countries for China to foil anti-China moves at the UN human rights issue 
conferences. Nor will we forget the resolute position of many African countries on the 
One-China policy and the valuable support of African counties to china’s reunification 
and to China’s bid for the 2208 Olympics and the 2019 Shanghai World Expo. 
At the beginning of this year, the Chinese government released the document of “China’s 
African policy.” It embodies China’s independent foreign policy of peace and the thoughts of 
peace, development and cooperation. It is also a policy declaration of the Chinese 
government on furthering Sino-African relations in the new context. This November, the 
Beijing Summit or the third Ministerial Meeting of China-Africa Cooperation Forum will be held 
in Beijing. WE are looking forward to the presence of African leaders at the Forum where we 
will discuss our long-term cooperation and friendship. Entering the new country, China will 
carry forward the traditional friendship with Africa and establish and development a new 
strategic partnership with African and established and develop a new strategic partnership 
with African countries will bring about a more fruitful cooperation and a better future for both 
sides.  
 
Dear friends, 
 
China and Ethiopia are both countries with an ancient civilization and a long-standing history 
with splendid cultural traditions. China and Ethiopia enjoy a deeply rooted friendship. Since 
the establishment of diplomatic ties for 36 years, our bilateral relations have experienced 
smooth and healthy development on the basis of the five  principles of peaceful coexistence. 
In particular, successful exchange of senior visits over the past few years marked the 



beginning of a new stage of our relations that features sustained, rapid development on all 
fronts with enhanced mutual political trust, closer economic and trade cooperation and wider 
areas of partnership. China appreciates the resolute support of the Ethiopian government and 
people to broaden and advance our exchanges and cooperation in all fields so as to foster the 
development of a new type of partnership between China and Ethiopia and make China and 
Ethiopia reliable friends and partners that embrace common development.  
 
Thank you. 
Challenges to Conflicts Resolution: The African Experience 
 
Keynot e add r ess del i ver ed  by H.E Mr . Ol usegun  Ak i nsanya , mn i , 
Ambassador  of  Ni ger i a  and  Per manen t  Repr esen t a t i ve t o t h e AU and  
UNECA, a t  t h e even t  mar k i ng t h e In t er na t i ona l  Peace Day cel ebr a t i on  by 
t h e Et h i opi an  In t er na t i ona l  Inst i t u t e f or  Peace and  Devel opmen t  (EI IPD), 
a t  Sh er a t on  Add i s, on  Th ur sday, Sept ember  21 st , 2006 . 
 
Introduction 
 
 It is a great honor and privilege to be invited by this great Institution, a centre of 
academic discourse and reflections. I would like to express appreciation to Professor 
Kinfe Abraham, the “Arrow Head” of this centre of excellence, on whose head lies the 
leadership and the great achievements of this great Institute.   Given the time at my 
disposal, I have chosen to look briefly at the conflict situation in Africa, with emphasis on 
the causes and the challenges facing the continent vis-à-vis the efforts being made to 
prevent, mange and resolve conflicts, in order to bring about the much-desired peace on 
the continent. 
 
As the world marks the “International Peace Day” today, the occasion presents ample 
opportunities to reflect on the situation and in particular that of the victims of these 
conflicts: children, women and men in Africa that are suffering and languishing under 
different forms of conflicts in the continent; many have been maimed, orphaned, scared 
for life or displaced from their usual places of abode. It could even be said that peace is 
merely a dream too far for most of them. Indeed, one is tempted to pose the rhetorical 
question whether Africa, which  
has become synonymous with conflicts, hunger, diseases and disasters, should be marking 
the “Peace Day” with the rest of the world, but we need peace and stability of the continent, 
hence the significance of marking the peace day. 
 
Nevertheless, considering the centrality of peace in the socio-economic development of 
nations and peoples and as a sine qua non for the pursuit of better life and human happiness, 
the significance of setting aside a day to underscore the importance of Peace, cannot be over-
emphasized, more so in Africa where it has become a scarce commodity. Let me now turn to 
those factors that have robbed much of Africa the desired peace, and by implication, slowed 
down the socio-economic development of the continent. 
 
Nature and causes of conflict in Africa  
 
It has been estimated that since the 1960s, Africa has witnessed over 30 armed conflicts, 
which have claimed close to 10 million lives and costing US$250 billion. Most of theses 
conflicts were in the form of civil wars and internal rifts. Indeed, the numbers of wars fought 



between countries are few, and often involved border conflicts. Thus, apart from early inter-
State wars like Ethiopian-Eritrea, the Chad-Libya and Nigeria-Chad skirmishes and the proxy 
wars Apartheid South Africa staged against the frontline states, most of the conflicts in Africa 
have been within states, and usually along ethnic lines. 
 
Historically, the ethnic dimension of the African conflicts could be traced to the partitioning of 
Africa, in which diverse ethnic nationalities were literally forced to co-habit as part of single 
nation states. In many cases, the basic differences in culture and aspirations of these peoples 
were not taken into account and no attempt was made to bridge them. Consequently, these 
differences remained sources of tension and conflict between the ethnic groups even on 
attainment of independence. 
 
These conflicts are often traced the struggle for power among the political elites of the 
different ethnic groups. It is also linked to the desire to control resources and amass 
wealth. Consequently, the politics of exclusion, patronage, cronyism, favoritism, and 
nepotism, become the order of the day. These often leave segments of the population 
feeling marginalized, dominated and oppressed.  The end result is that the people may 
be galvanized along ethnic and regional lines against the ruling elite or government. 
Almost in all cases, the perceived political and economic domination by one segment or 
ethnic group remains a potential cause of conflict. 
 
This perception of marginalization and exclusion coupled with the lack of accountability 
and transparency in the running of affairs of state, and the attendant corruption, which 
retarded socio-economic development are among the commonest causes of internal 
conflicts. Furthermore, the reluctance of the ruling elite to open the political space for 
competition through regular, free and fair elections, and the intolerance to opposition 
parties are denied proper channels for political dialogue and negotiations, the urge to 
resort to armed rebellion to press their case becomes strong.  
 
Invariably, when rebellions start they are stoked by interests within and outside the 
continent.  
 
There are also external dimensions to conflicts in Africa. Counties and groups outside 
the continent were known to have instigated and supported these internal conflicts in 
anticipation of what they expect to gain, in terms of business  
opportunities and concessions for exploration of minerals and other natural resources, in the 
event that group favorably disposed to them comes to power. Others are more concerned by 
the financial gains they will make by selling arms and ammunition to both the opposing sides. 
Yet another group of individuals, mostly soldiers of fortune or mercenaries get involved for the 
money and the adventure, while Africans especially women and money and the adventure, 
while Africans especially women and children suffer the consequences of war. This explains 
the collective efforts of leaders in the continent to curb the proliferation of Small Arms and 
Light Weapons (SALW) at sub-regional and continental levels and to combat terrorism and 
mercenaries as well. 
 
Rather unfortunately, in a cyclical relationship, the arms and ammunition which are brought in 
for one conflict or the other end up circulating in the continent and readily find use in starting 
other conflicts. The mere fact of the proliferation of small arms and light weapons in the 
continent in most cases exacerbate ethnic conflicts. It is also common knowledge that during 
the cold war era, some conflicts in Africa were started and sustained on ideological grounds, 
with deep-seated divisions amongst the erstwhile homogeneous ethnic groups.  However, 



with the end of the Cold War, and the rise of emerging powers with strategic partnerships with 
Africa, multi-polarism has been on the ascendancy to check-mate erstwhile bi-polar world or a 
tendency towards unipolarism.  
 
Challenges 
 
Africa continuous to face major challenges in its efforts to prevent, manage and resolve 
conflicts on the continent. Some of theses include: 
 
·  The lack of financial and logistics capabilities, especially for the deployment of 

peacekeeping or peace support missions; the  case  of  African  Union Mission in the  
Sudan (AMIS), and the planned deployment of IGAD peace support Mission in Somalia 
are clear examples; 

 
·  Persisting  underdevelopment-poverty, unemployment, disease, governance issues, 

corruption, human rights abuses, intolerance of opposition, etc. which fuel and 
sustain conflicts; 

 
·  Proliferation of small arms and light weapons in the continent, which encourage easy 

resort to arms; 
 
·  External interferences, for example the roles of some Western powers and partners 

in Somalia, Sudan and Côte d’Ivoire, as well as other flash points in Africa. Theses 
interferences, which usually are in pursuit of some political or economic agenda, are 
at cross purposes with Africa’s interests; 

 
·  Multiplicity of conflicts, even as Africa tries to grapple with persisting conflicts, new 

ones are emerging thereby stretching the capabilities and resources of the African 
Union and its Member States. 

 
Current efforts  
 
In spite of the challenges listed above, African leaders determined to pursue the twin 
objectives of peace and socio-economic development in the continent, have found it 
necessary to transform and reposition the continental body-the African Union. In this 
connection, the transformation of the OAU to Africa Union (AU) was largely informed by 
the need to address the challenges of peace, security and socio-economic development 
of the continent. The new peace and security architecture of the African Union, centered 
around the core elements of the Peace and  
Security (PSC), African Standby Force (ASF), Continental Early Warning System and the 
Panel of the Wise, is aimed at evolving a proactive mechanism for the prevention, 
management and resolution of conflicts in the continent within the overall context of the policy 
of non-indifference.  
 
Equally significant is the renewed focus on developmental and governance issues as 
exemplified by the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) with its African Peer 
Review Mechanism (APRM). The central objective of NEPAD is to ensure the socio-economic 
development of Africa and ensure that the continent is not left behind in a globalizing world. 
Parallel to this is the APRM, which has been designed to peer-review and assess the 
performance of member States and leaders on development issues with lessons to be learnt 



and shared by all. In essence, the African leaders, through peace and stability on the one 
hand and furthering regional integration and socio-economic development of the continent on 
the other.  
 
Conclusion 
 
The realization of the critical linkage Between socio-economic development and peace, 
security and stability in the continent, and the growing shift of focus to socio-economic, 
governance and human rights issues are central to the management of peace in Africa. Peace 
can be actively sought through policies and programmes that build consensus, promote 
justice, create opportunity, and provide multilateral frameworks for responding to common 
challenges.  While, the OAU at its time seemed to have, perhaps appropriately, pursued a 
predominantly political agenda, the AU is increasingly paying greater attention to “bread and 
butter” issues, the lack or mismanagement of which are among the root causes of conflicts on 
the African continent. 
 
In an increasingly technology-driven world, issues   such   as   poverty,  environmental  
deterioration, infectious diseases, human rights abuses, and the spread of weapons of 
mass destruction are of concern to all in a global village. It is evident that these problems 
cannot be addressed within the overwhelmingly competitive framework of power politics, 
but requires the articulation of new values, norms, and programmes for multilateral 
action through international dialogue and cooperation. When Governments pool 
sovereignty in international institutions and collaborate and social movements including 
youth organizations to provide global public goods, a global peace and prosperity can be 
realized. 
 


